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I. THE GLORY OF GOD 

There is one, singular, colossal purpose that shapes all reality and stands as the ultimate end of everything in the 

Divine heart: the glory of God.  Everything from creation, to salvation and eschatology, and everything in 

between simply cannot be properly understood apart from this reality. 

 

A. God‟s Glory & Man‟s Purpose 

1. All of the beautiful streams of His power and benevolence toward His creation ultimately flow 

into this ocean of His own renown (Ps 145:10).  This truth fills the pages of Scripture: 

  
9
"For the sake of My name I delay My wrath, and for My praise I restrain it for you, in order 

not to cut you off. 
10

"Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the 

furnace of affliction. 
11

"For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; for how can My name 

be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another. Is 48:9-11 
 

 
36

 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 

Romans 11:36 (see Colossians 1:15-16, I  Corinthians 8:6 & Hebrews 2:10) 

 
11

The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled and the pride of men brought low; the Lord 

alone will be exalted in that day.
12

The Lord Almighty has a day in store for all the proud and 

lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled)…Isaiah 2:11-12 

 
 

17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, 

the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have 

the preeminence. Colossians 1:17-18 

2. The corresponding truth is that the purpose of man is to give Him glory, or magnify His worth. In 

God‟s design, Adam and all his progeny were intended to be a priestly people who ministered to 

Him.  In short, we exist for Him.  

31
 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  I 

Corinthians 10:31 
 

Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to 

do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may 

be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. I Peter 4:11 

B. The Present Condition: Falling Short of the Glory of God 

1. While the language of it being “all about Him” is still common in Christian rhetoric we must be 

aware that we exist in a religious environment in the West in which the ultimate goal of all things 

is often seen as the personal fulfillment of man and God exists to procure that „great‟ end.  In our 

hearts we believe that God exists for us rather than us existing for Him.   

2. In our day, Jesus is almost always presented as the means to get what humanity needs or wants.  

Everything from creation, to salvation and eschatology and all that lies in between can be 

construed in this way.  The very language that we often use in talking about God and relating to 

God shows a profound disconnect and disharmony with regard to what is ultimate in the Divine 

heart. 
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3. Most relevant to the present context is that the gospel, and hence salvation itself, has primarily 

become about the benefits we receive from God now (i.e. forgiveness of sinful deeds, freedom 

from guilt, and peace and comfort).  Even the eternal benefits to come, if they are mentioned, 

focus on not going to hell, being happy in heaven, etc.  In other words, man, rather than God, is 

the reference point for reality. 

II. FALLING SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD 

A. “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”…Romans 3:23 

1. This passage is very familiar to most of us, but we have to understand what Paul is really saying 

here.  How we frame the central problem of humanity largely depends upon how we understand 

this verse. 

2. Since His own glory and exaltation is His end, the corresponding reality of our sin is that the 

heart of sin is radical rebellion against this end.  In other words, at the core of sin is a fundamental 

substitution of man‟s exaltation for God‟s exaltation. 

B. When Paul says Romans 3:23, he means Romans 1:23 

1. Romans 1:18-25.  Who is Paul speaking to here?  Well, namely both Jew and Greek (Gentile).  

He just got finished saying that the gospel is power unto salvation for both Jew and Greek.  

Afterward, he expounds upon how both Jew and Greek are guilty. 

2. This passage lays out the fundamental exchange at the heart of sin: the exchange of the glory of 

God for man‟s own exaltation and self-gratification. 

3. This core of sin must be kept distinct from what we commonly focus on – the “deeds of sin”.  At 

the center of our problem is worship and exaltation, not specific deeds of sin (which are also 

important, but secondary to the problem).  The fundamental expression of sin is idolatry; and 

from idolatry flows every deed of sin. 

C. The Injustice of Idolatry 

1. In view of the fact that man‟s existence is meant to rebound to the glory of God, idolatry is the 

greatest form of injustice because our desire simply terminates with whatever we 

consume/abuse/misuse for our own self-gratification. Not only is man‟s desire and end not 

flowing back to God, but the very thing we venerated is actually demeaned, robbed of its dignity 

and worth and made a tool of denigration.   

16
”Half of the wood he burns in the fire; over it he prepares his meal…

17
From the rest he 

makes a god, his idol; he bows down to it and worships.  He prays to it and says, ‘Save me; 

you are my god.’” Isaiah 44:16-17 

2. We have a witness in scripture of how God ultimately will deal with this egregious injustice.  The 

accounts of Sodom and Gomorra and of Herod‟s death (Acts 12:20-23) are a reminder of God‟s 

zeal for His own glory.  In the meantime, His mercy and patience are longsuffering, knowing that 

a greater good (Jesus‟ preeminence among a grateful, lovesick people) is the fruit.  
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III. SALVATION IN AN INDIVIDUALISTIC CULTURE 

This vision of God‟s zeal for His glory in all things is threatened by the rampant narcissism and self-fulfillment 

narrative of our individualistic culture 

A. Self-gratification drives our very culture 

It suffices to say here that our culture revolves around the acquisition of wealth, work as a means 

of getting what we want, and immediate comfort.  What may not be as obvious is that the 

attending religious environment has largely assimilated this same goal and narrative. 

B. The danger: instead of everything being turned upside down, Jesus just gets assimilated into the current 

narrative.  Thus, Jesus is most often presented as the means to get the things we want.  All the precious 

gifts and benefits available to us through salvation, rather than drawing us into the magnifying and 

exaltation of His worth, become the very means we use to get what we want.  Thus, in salvation, man‟s 

self-gratification remains the goal and central aim.  Jesus simply becomes the means for fulfilling that 

end. 

It doesn‟t take regeneration or a work of the Holy Spirit to want to be healthy and provided for, to 

want to have peace and to not want to go to hell.  An unregenerate person naturally wants all of 

those things.  An unregenerate person can accept that gospel without any transformation whatever 

in terms of their ultimate aim.   

IV. SALVATION: THE MEANS TO HIS END (THE EXALTATION AND PREEMINENCE OF JESUS)  

A. God the Father‟s ultimate vision and purpose for God the Son 

1. All of scripture taken together has one all-encompassing, ultimate vision: The exaltation and 

preeminence of Jesus in all things!! (Isaiah 2:11-12; 2 Thess. 2:1-4; Ps. 138:1-5; Col. 1:15-18) 

2. History is not randomly driving forward without any purpose or goal.  There is coming an actual 

day when everything that exalts itself above His name will be brought low.   

B. The true purpose and fruit of salvation 

1. The primary purpose of salvation  is to free us from this enslaving, self- serving compulsion so 

that we can give God the glory due His name.  This is Why you are saved – period (2 Cor. 5:14-

15; 1 Peter 2:9). 

2. Regeneration is radically turning from a place where you hated God and wanted to be God to 

having that whole enterprise turned on its head.  Salvation, then, ultimately resolves the greatest 

injustice and central problem of man‟s fallen condition and will bring about God‟s ultimate vision 

for the exaltation and supreme adoration of Jesus above all else (Eph. 3:8-11). 


