
Jesus the Passionate  Bridegroom            

I. Valentine’s Day, Bob Jones story 

 

II. First Love, Supreme Love, Colossians 1:18, Rev. 2:4 

Colossians 1:18 (ESV), “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent”  

Revelation 2:4 (ESV), “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love 

you had at first”   

1 John 4:19 (ESV), “We love because he first loved us”  

What is the first and greatest commandment?  Matthew 22:37-39 

1 John 4:9–10 (ESV), “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10
 In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins”  

 

III. The Great drama of all the ages is the Father giving his Son a bride, an eternal ruling 

companion to be at his side forever 

 

Matthew 22:1, “The King has prepared a wedding banquet for his Son…”  

Matthew 9:15, Matthew 9:15 (ESV) , “And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding 

guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when 

the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast”  

Ephesians 5:25–32 (ESV), “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 

washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself 

in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own 

bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, 

but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are 

members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 

hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is 

profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  



A. His pursuit, Your value, Matthew 13:44-46 

Matthew 13:44–46 (ESV), “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field. 45
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 

search of fine pearls, 46
 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold 

all that he had and bought it.  

 

B. His Joy, your Identity 

Psalm 45:6–7 (ESV), “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your 

kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 7 you have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 

beyond your companions;  

Isaiah 62:5 (ESV), “For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons 

marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 

rejoice over you.  

Zephaniah 3:17 (ESV), “The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 

save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing.  

Psalm 16 (ESV), “Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 2
 I say to the LORD, 

“You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 3 As for the saints in the land, 

they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 4
 The sorrows of those 

who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not 

pour out or take their names on my lips. 5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my 

cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I 

have a beautiful inheritance. 7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night 

also my heart instructs me. 8 I have set the LORD always before me; because he is 

at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 

whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 10 For you will not abandon my 

soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption. 11 You make known to me the 

path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore.  

C. His Beauty, your Radiance, Psalm 45 

Psalm 45:2 (ESV) “You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured 

upon your lips; therefore God has blessed you forever”  



Psalm 45:10–15 (ESV), “Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear: forget 

your people and your father’s house, 11 and the king will desire your beauty. Since 

he is your lord, bow to him…13
 All glorious is the princess in her chamber, with 

robes interwoven with gold. 14
 In many-colored robes she is led to the king…15

 

With joy and gladness they are led along as they enter the palace of the king.  

Wedding day of his gladness… 

Revelation 19:6–7 (ESV) , “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 

multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 

thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7
 Let us 

rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and his Bride has made herself ready;  

Revelation 22:16–20 (ESV) , “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about 

these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 

bright morning star.” 17
 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who 

hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 

take the water of life without price. 18
 I warn everyone who hears the words of the 

prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues 

described in this book, 19
 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of 

this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 

which are described in this book. 20
 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I 

am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

D. His Glory, Our Joy 

“He is most glorified in us, when we are most satisfied in him”---John Piper  

 

IV. Practical Application, Abide in His Love 

John 15:9–10 (ESV) , “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 

love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  

 


